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tormentors and joined the Soviet Union. They were allowed to
form the republics of Azerbaijan and Armenia, between the
Caspian and the Black Sea at die foot of the Cauca5ian Moun-
tains, which Russia had added to its territory during the first half
of the nineteenth century.
Then, turning from the traditional victims of Turkish wrath to
the Turks themselves, we wander a little farther westward and
enter the plateau of Asia Minor.
Asia Minor, once merely a province of the empire of the old
Sultan, is to-day all that remains of the Turks* dream of world
conquest. On the north it is bounded by the Black Sea, on the
west by the Sea of Marmora, the Bosporus, and the Dardanelles,
which cut it off from Europe, and in the south by the Medi-
terranean, from which the interior is separated by the Taurus
mountains. Across this territory, which is considerably lower
than Iran, Persia, or Armenia, runs a famous railway, the so-
called Bagdad railway, which has played such an important part
in the history of the last thirty years. For both England and Ger-
many wanted to have the concessions for the line that was to con-
nect Constantinople with Bagdad on the Euphrates and Smyrna,
the great harbour of the Asiatic west coast, with Damascus in
Syria and with Medina, the holy city of the Arabs.
No sooner had these two nations reached a compromise than
French capital insisted upon a share in the future revenue. The
French were thereupon given the northern part of Asia Minor,
where Trebizond, the export harbour for Armenia and Persia,
was still waiting for suitable communications with the west
Foreign engineers then began to survey their roads through these
ancient lands where the Greek philosophers of the Athenian
colonies had first speculated upon the true nature of man and the
universe, where solemn Church councils had given the world the
iron-bound faith by which the people of Europe had lived for
over a thousand years, where Pad of Tarsus was bom and where
he had preached, where Turk and Christian had fought for the
supremacy of the Mediterranean world, and where in some for-
saken desert hamlet an Arab camel-driver had dreamed his first
dreams of being Allah's one and only prophet.